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COUNTRY Spain

SUBIECT Procsedings of o
Bopublican Predi
25X1A How Government

l. Al a mssting of the various Spanish polisies) Pariles and trade- sdon organ-
izetiones ealied by Diego Martinesn Barrio, President of the Bapub e in Paris
on 8 Avgust 1947, there wove brecent the President of the Ropud? -, who prg-
gided over the #eosion, and reprssentatives of the following pa. es: ths
Union Republicana, the Izquierds Republicana (both factions), th Partids
Yederal, the Spanish Commalst Party, the PSUC {Catalan Commmnis . party), the
Esquerra Republicana de Catalunya, the Socialist Party (Negrin £ viion s the
Basque Nationalist Party, and the CNT, represented by luque. Ths President
of the Hspublie read a letter from the President of the Socialis, Party,,
Enrigoe dsl’?aswisco, in which in frleondly terms he informed the Pr sident that
his constituents would not attend the meeting. The yeason whict ey had
glven Privatsly to Martinez Barrio for their absence was thet wr = they
termed the dlssident faction of their party had elso been irvite . Trifom
Gomez in a private mesting, gave the same reason in the name of ke Prieto
sactoxr of the UGY far declining to attend, saying that that grou: would have
come if the diesident faction of the UGT had not been invited.

2. At the saven-hony meating, Martinez Barrio said that, after hav? diseussed
the probleme of the Government Separately with the verlous £roug he found
himself in a situation where the Socialists, the UST and the CN: .4 volup~
tarily secedsd frowm the Sovernment, and from republican institu: .8, The
remaining groupe had eéxprossed themselves thue: The straighi Re. culicans
advocated a goverament formed by the Republican parties alors, w. thout
Socialiste, Communists or trade unlonists. The Wegrin Soclalist -nd the
Communists sought & governwent of the broadest possible repressn <tion,
¥artinez Barrlo, no% presuming to meke the declalon alone, and d& viring
that whatever course he chose should have wide suppord, asked th: & all
the parties get together at this meseting and work out a formals ' '~ the
solution of the problem. If a formula could act be &greed uvon, :: hoped
that the solution which he finally chose = whether 4t were that I the
Republicans or that of the Fegrin Socialiste and the Communiste - would
not be opposed by those whe had advocated the other course. It . 68 accepted
as a foregone cenclusion that the Sociallst Party, the UGT and t'+ CNT would
not form & part of the governmens and would follow Prieto,

CMFDmILy
Document Ng ! ‘ .
NO cHa L 1 LR ASEHEY ATION SE CONTROL V.S, ~ TPICIALS OHLY
3 1 3 . | —— o e T ———— T e i
7 DECL ‘ 1y )
Class. / c

Auth: -PQL do. 1765 ‘
Approved For Release 200 EIA-R

|

REFERENCE CENTER LIBRARY




—

. Cony 5
Approved For Release ZOOOIOSISECQ {12 ﬂE82-00457R00090008000&)9066

| . OOt 25X1A
\'ENT\IAI;
CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP =
s

The object of the meeting having been explained, the President of £
Republie left. Antounio Velao (Secretary General of "Esuana Conbati net),
as the oldest man bresent, wes chosen to vreside and the discussio  began,
Manuel Torres Campana suggested that a conmittes be formed to draw 3 a
broposal, Angel Galarza asked that before the commlttee took actio. each
party explain iss Position, so that they could see if it were possi 7: o
reach a formula, Bach party proceeded to g€ive an account of whit 1. would
propose,

Josep Tarradellas, as spokesman for the Esquerra Republicana de Cat: lunya, read
the report which that party had drawn up, expressing loyalty to the republican
institutions end contalning suggestions to the President of the Rep blic for
resolution of the crisis, He made an efiusive declaration of devotion and

defense of re ublican institutions, but declared that the neeting i.501f was
iwprover and irregulnr. Tarradellas criticized the Fresident of th. Revublic,
bringing up the faet that the Esquerra had asked the President %o e ll a

meeting of the parties during the Giral Government, to seel agreeme + st that
time, and he ended by saylng that this meeting was considered useles . and unealied-
for, and vhat Esquerra would not form nart of the comuitses,

Lunue, speaking for the CNT, explained the background of the formatfoa of

the ANFD., He said that the Cenetistas believed there had been a corstituent
preriod since 18 July 1936 and the uprising of Franco, that the revul llican
institutions h-d lapsed, and that a Plebiseite was the onlr solutio. . His
statements produced a violent incident with the Communists. He rem .. _ad ealm
and stayed at the mecting until the end, saylng at its close that t - SKT
did not agree with the accords adopted.

The entire discussion which followed was a struggle between the Unica Repub-
licana, the I2quierda Rewublicena, and the Partido Federal on one he 3 and
the Negrin Soclalists, the Republicans of *Espona Combatiente" and .+ Commue
nists on the other. The first group tried to convince the other that they
should accept a Republican government and support it although taey  a1d not
be represented in it. The latter group tried to persuade the forme: .o join
a4 government of $the widest poseible representation. Various formul: . WETO .

-discussed, ineluding one drawn up by Tarradellas, although he had s: . that

he did not wish to Join the committee or to accept 1ts wmotions; he f:rored
forming a government of broad anti=franquist representation, a plan -hich was
not accented because the Communists and Negrin Revublicansg received .3
apathetically, .

The plan adopted, with a veto by the CNT, abstention by the Esquerrs .ad
reservations on the part of the Basques, was an agreement signed by :ie
remsining grouns, expressing in a somewhat vague fashion the desire ;5 form
& bron-ily representative anti=Francoe republican government, with a ¢ ..tement
by the Union Republicana, the Izquierda Republicana and the Parsido ° deral
Lo the effect that even though they would have oreferred a purely R+ lican
govermnent, in the interests of beace they would agree to a coailitic
reshecting the wishes of the President of the Republie,

The representatives of the Basque Nationalist Party and of the Esoue;'ra Repube
licana de Catzlunya in order to €0 on record, grmve the President of - meeting
the followiag notes, to be tranemitted to the President of the Repui.ice

"The representatives of the Basque Nationslist Party attonded the me 'ing in
deference to the President of the Republic and to the others who wer cnlled,
but they were not, authorized to enter into the discussions nor %o ag 1 to
any motlon, They remained Present 1n & non<participant capacity, me«~ ly %o
listen." fThe Catalan note was as follows: "Sp, Ferrer as represent tive of
the minority of the Bsquerra Bepublicans de Catalunysn and Sy, Tarrud . las,
Secretary General of the Esquerra Hepublicana de Catalunya, declare . at as

1% has not been noselble for the Basque Nationalist Party to teke a wlitieal
vosition, they have agreed to abstain from votlng on the resolutions which

have been adojted,’ e
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